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Ken Nicol is a master at divin-
ing order out of chads — par-
ticularly chaos of the everyday-
life varicty. Whether he's care-
fully sorting swarms of house-
flies or arranging potato chips
into tidy grids, this Toronto
artisi distills mathematical
purity out of lo-f dross. With
his latest show, themed on
the mumber 100, now on in
Toronto, Nicol talks to Leah
Sandals about counting, craft
and obsessive compulsion.

Q Four current showr i phemmed o
100, Whyt

& 1 don't know. I'm hoping to
menke & list of 100 reasons to do
100, IPwe been asking people fior
ideas. Someone sald, “Well, 100
is really roumd, it's not like 37, all
pointy and sl Fa! But 100 did
oome gp with the Pringles | ase,
hescanse it 100 chips in every can.
And the show s on for 100 boars.
50 100 kept coming up, And itsa
great ood, becasise it & good goal
for something. I [ elaim 100 asa
genre of mipe, then | can know
when to stop collecting thimgs ke
mry white beand hairs. 18 ghves me
a e little parameter.

i) e racath o S chingg o o in
sl T Tarne it 80 Falstly iR [obir @
alfwt wyrrarnefTy, oruniing e ol
A Generally | sucked at math in
schood. But 1 do a kot of drafting

[ suppose it geometry T'm more
imterested in. Fhi the Galden See-
tion fariber — that's prethy neat.
And a8 for grids, well, | mean,
book s myy heroes: Sol LaWit,
Car] Andre. Though [ keep on
bizying Cy Twombly boodks, amnd |
dion't know why

Q Becowse gour works can by

e rracal] oeracd pewciee, [ fing Bhey
prompd = fo goknoeiedee mg
e pecr afiention fa detail, Doey
i Sodhier pou thal peopde don'y
alwayn pay aF clase atfendion to
ofercts af pou doF

A Tt iotadly by rme | e, you go
o a B Niool show — i you actual-
by pany attenbion, you'ne going to be
rewanded A lot of this stullis ey

¥ & Tﬂmmﬂhm
Questitons 8 Artists and well dooe. But if vou gon lze
it farther into iz, ther'’s meone.

Q Fow & powr semurisioiiy &
dietil fnyTusmcsd dyr powr back-

grocnd an o fesneller?

A Well, jewellery {5 just metal-

work on a finer scale. Thoogh fn

A the pleces |0 this abow, iU mostly

o support. Expecially with the
bewrd hairs andd the bugs. It's mone
=t a support for the oood part.
Q A certapin digree of odeessre-
CmIPLIEI DS CITEY SCTTEE
epiven ciesring pour art. Mo do
gty feed ot EharF
A Well, in one of my previows
shows there was & pilece called
Cbwmearior Comprulsioe Ovder. It
started becase [ had tronbde with
mry st door; 1'd gt haltway
b and readize | waan't sone
i 1l bocked it and I'd come back
and chock it It got me frustrated”
and angry mnd it wns never. oL,
niizt onee, | stanted writing i
itowm i0 a book — date, time, door
locked — 8o | wouldnt haveto
cime back every night. And for
Oarsripe Commprulnioe Cheler, |
ripped pages ot of e boolk and
dizplayed them. Now, | still have
a boalk o maybe that will end
up bedng & litthe pdece oG, | mean,
it'’s not intended &s an art plece,
bt | noew it ool be simply by
putting it tm the comtext of an art
phece. [UNtmatels; hovwever] thathy
not what it for; 11% 80 ' remerm-
huﬂutllndtrdmdﬂuﬂﬂhdt‘t!
working.
Q Your ort hasa L of grect e
freenes irnbagroded indo i Whiy are
obhery drgwm bo
A | think people are tired of not
grtting conteptual art. [ amd A
while ago: | didn't really consider
mysell & concepiusl artist, becanse
oy sl madoes senwe. A vou
busirle it (e mariley ern of conoep-
tual art — they kind of took the
eraftsmanship ok, becamse 1§ wias
detracting from the conoept. [
think we've come to the point now
where the lack of coaftsmanship
s distracting. There's got iobea
balance.
Q [ often soeras Ml ponur ot faas
@ beind of puerify abowd € Do jrow
Jiewl Phaf way foal
& Weedl, | have this Eitle box | made
that thcke. [t just thoks. This ks ooy
response (o the mulipurpose
things we have now. You can’ ake
a photo with this, You can't senda
text meetaage with this It doesn
store your songe. [t dossn’t even
tiedl thee timee. It just ticks. 1 find
wihen I'm dolng maone than one
thing at once, I'm doing ab least
oiee thing not as well a8 | could be.
¥ Een Nicol: Hundreds of Things,
Vidhame Cme continues ot MEGTIT
in Toronto unti MNovw, 12. For more
information, visit mkgl37.com.

Nerioaal Peat

Nieod aims to create 100 differ-
enl arrangemenis of the same
100 coffee cups in the MECIIT
gallery before his show ends.

EEN S0, FECRFFTT PO O80T ST L
CUF GRE ACSDECE WATR wéid SOUNTI
OF THN ANTINT AND NS




